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Summary Report of

The National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia

For their activities during the period 

of September-November 2006

The National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia (NAKC) led by Samdech Heng Samrin, the President, has performed significant activities both local and international. One of the important tasks is done at home is the parliamentary sittings. During this period, the NA enacted laws and joined international conventions. There were twenty laws adopted, such as Law on Monogamy, Law on Military Obligation, Law on the amendment of Organizing and Functioning Constitutional Council and Law on the amendment of Election of Member of Parliaments. In addition to the law adoption, the NAKC approved to join several international conventions, including Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework on Climate Change, Statute of Asia-Pacific Telecommunication Community and Fourth ASEAN on Technical Requirement of Vehicles and Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Child adoption.       

Secondly, The National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia (NAKC) warmly welcomed and hosted parliamentary delegations from various countries for official visits to the Kingdom of Cambodia in order to strengthen relationships, to improve cooperation and to exchange views and discussions for mutual interests and understanding. For instance, the visit of the Vietnamese delegation led by H.E. Mr. Nguyen Phuc Thanh, Vice President of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietname, the visit of the Parliament of the Lao PDR led by H.E. Mr. Thongsin Thammavong, President of the National Assembly of the Lao PDR, visit of H.E. Mr. Gero Storjohann, Vice Commission on Receptions of Complaints of the Bundestak Parliaments of the Federal Republic of Germany.   

Finally, with regards to international affairs, the NA of the Kingdom of Cambodia (NAKC) attended international conferences and paid official parliamentary visit to their counterparts. Significantly, Samdech Heng Samrin, President of the NA led a Cambodian Parliamentary delegation for the 27th AIPO General Assembly held on 10-15 September, 2006 in Cebu City, Republic of the Philippines. Samdech appealed to all ASEAN Member countries for more concerted efforts towards regional peace and Cambodia strongly supports the initiatives of the ASEAN integration which is considered as a bridge of development between the old members and the new members.  

Also, H.E. Mr. Nguon Nhel, First Vice-President of NAKC led a group of Cambodian Parliamentarians to attend 7th General Assembly of the Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) from 10-15 September, 2006 in Tehran, Iran. In this important event, he delivered a speech saying that Cambodia has fully attained peace, political stability, and democracy. He informed that the country economy is increasing and the living standard of the people has been much improved. Cambodia strongly supports and commits to global issues such as actions against international terrorism, cross-border crimes, human trafficking drugs, and money launderings and poverty.


THE HOUSE ATTENDS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
During September – November 2006, the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia send its delegation to participate in some international conferences, namely :

1. The 27th General Assembly of AIPO held from 10 – 15 September 2006 in Cebu City, the Philippines. The Indonesian Delegation led by Speaker Agung Laksono. The meeting agreed to transform AIPO into a more effective and integrated institution by way of changing the name of AIPO into ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) and to amend the Statutes of AIPO. In this meeting, the Indonesian Delegation has successfully encouraged the meeting to adopt the resolution on Middle East, particularly in Palestine and Lebanon.

2. The 7th Association of Asian Parliament for Peace (AAPP) and the 1st Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) held from 10 – 15 November 2006, in Tehran, Iran. The Indonesian Delegation,  led by Speaker Agung Laksono, has participated actively in Senior Advisory Council to discuss the transformation of AAPP into APA and to amend the Charter of APA. In plenary session, Indonesia was appointed as Vice President of the General Assembly and Chairman of Workshop on Economic matters. The meeting concluded to hold the APA General Assembly once in every two year and the second General Assembly of APA will be held in Indonesia, in 2008.
3. The 115th Assembly of Inter Parliamentary Union (IPU) held from 15 – 19 October 2006, in Geneva, Swiss. The Indonesian Delegation led by Hon. Abdillah Toha, Chairman of the Committee for Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation. In the meeting, Indonesia had successfully held another important position in IPU as member of the Executive Committee. In addition, as the result of its lobbying in ASEAN + 3 and Asia Pacific Group Meeting, Hon. Abdillah Toha has been appointed as member of drafting committee in Standing Committee II along with South Korea. The meeting of the 179th Governing Council recommended Indonesia to host the 116th Assembly of IPU in April 2007. 
4. Seminars on Law and Justice : The Case of Parliamentary Scrutiny, held from 25 – 27 September 2006 in Geneva, Swiss, hosted by International Parliament Union (IPU) in cooperation with International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) and Association of the Prevention of Torture (APT). The annual seminar of IPU on Human Rights aimed to increase the legislative capacities to the advancement and protection of Human Rights efforts. 
5. Annual Parliamentary Hearing at the United Nations, held from 13-14 November 2006 in New York, USA. The theme of the meeting is “Conflict Prevention and Peace Building: Reinforcing the Key Role of the United Nations”. The meeting discussed the conflict prevention problems, peace building and good governance for sustainable peace and development. The meeting was attended by 200 delegates from 50 countries. 
SPEECH OF THE SPEAKER OF THE INDONESIAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

In his closing remarks at the first session of the House period of 2006 – 2007 on 18 October 2006, Speaker of the House, HR. Agung Laksono urged the government to minimize inflation until the end of December as it was decided by the DPR. It was stated in order to anticipate demand of some goods of  basic needs such as rice, sugar, flour, palm oil etc during fasting month and before Idul Fitri (feast celebrating the end of fasting period). In this relation,  the government especially the respective department have to monitor market price by increasing the distribution of such goods. 


The Speaker also reported during 2006 until the end of the first session, the DPR together with the government had finished 19 Bills and 5 Bills among them were finished during the first session such as Bills on State Budget in 2007, Supreme Audit Board, revision on Law N0.3/2005 concerning the State Budget of 2006, Farming Supervision System, Fishery and Forestry and Customs Office.                       

DPR-RI RECEIVED DELEGATIONS FROM FRIENDLY COUNTRIES

The Speaker of the House, H.E. HR. Agung Laksono on 31 October 2006 Received Ambassador of Azerbaijan, H.E. Mr. Ibrahim A. Hajiyev. In the meeting the Speaker said that he supported the promotion of bilateral cooperation between the two countries particularly in oil sector. In addition, the Speaker also supported bilateral relationship between two parliaments and expressed will establish Friendship Group with the parliament of the country. 

On 19 September 2006 a Leadership of the House, Hon. Mr. Zainal Ma’arif accompanied by some Member of Parliaments met with a Delegation from Australia led by Hon. Peter Slipper. In the meeting Hon. Mr. Zaenal Ma’arif  stated that it should be promoted dialogue between Indonesia and Australia in order to build good perception particularly in perceiving various Issues between the two countries. Moreover the Australian Delegation said that Majority of Australian Parliament did not support separatism movement of Papua (OPM) who want to separate from Indonesia. Similarly to the Parliament, the government of Australia supports Indonesian integrity. 

In another occasion, Leader of Indonesian Friendship Group for Iranian parliament and Committee I of the House received a delegation from Iranian Parliament led by Hon. Mr. Anushirvan Mohseni. The meeting was in the framework of the promotion bilateral cooperation between the two parliaments.               




Thai Parliament’s activities during September– November 2006

1.
The Political Developments in Thailand

Following a political reform in Thailand on 19 September 2006, Thailand has announced an interim Constitution, the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand (Interim) B.E. 2549 (2006), which contained detailed provisions of a timeline for an open and inclusive process that will lead to the return to a full-fledged democracy, namely the drafting of Constitution, and a holding of a free and fair elections within one year.  A National People’s Assembly of 2,000 members from all walks of life will be appointed by the end of 2006, out of which 100 members will be selected to form the Constitutional Drafting Assembly which shall take office in January 2007.  The new draft Constitution, in line with the country’s democratic tradition, will be put to a national referendum.

On 8 October 2006, a government was formed and on 11 October 2006, a 242-member National Legislative Assembly was appointed from the representatives from the public, private, social and academic sectors including members of political parties to act as the functional parliament for Thailand until the incoming elected parliament shall take office after 2007.

The President of the National Legislative Assembly is Mr. Meechai Ruchuphan, the First Vice President of the National Legislative Assembly is Gen. Charan Kullavanijaya and the Second Vice President of the National Legislative Assembly is Miss Potjanee Thanavaranit. The National Legislative Assembly shall function as the House of Representatives, the Senate, and the Parliament. The National Legislative Assembly has 19 committees and has set up ad-hoc committees on specific areas of parliamentary oversights. 

 The current political development in Thailand is an interim period leading to the full restoration of parliamentary democracy in the shortest possible time frame. The situation occurred under unique and particular circumstances and did not detract from the Thai people’s ingrained democratic values in their political culture and way of life. The key missions of Thailand from now on towards the end of 2007 are to strengthen a parliamentary democracy and organize a general election for an elected parliament and government by 2007.

2.
The 27th AIPO General Assembly


H.E. Mr. Suchon Chaleekure, President of the Senate and Acting President of the Thai Parliament as Leader of the Thai Parliamentary Delegation led the Thai Delegation to attend the 27th AIPO General Assembly in Cebu, Phillippines from 9 -15 September 2006.


In his speech at the first Plenary Session on 11 September 2006, he stated that AIPO had successfully undertaken a significant mission to transform itself to be a more realistic legislative body.  He was delighted that the amendment of the AIPO Statutes was one of the keys to achieve our transformation into a more effective and closely integrated Institution. 

In order to move steps forward on common legislation among AIPO member parliaments, he emphasized that Thailand truly supported all recommendations on common legislative initiatives both on the pandemic diseases, and on improving the quality, standard and quantity of the agriculture product.

The Thai Delegation proposed a draft resolution on Migration-Social and Health Matters. The Assembly adopted this resolution and requested the AIPO Ad-hoc Committee on the Transformation of AIPO into a Closely Integrated Institution to conduct a study on the comprehensive approach to regional migration in South East Asia, and report to the 28th AIPO General Assembly.

3.
The Second Meeting of the Expert Panel of the Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP)

Mr. Sompol Vanigbandhu, Deputy Secretary General of the House of Representatives of Thailand attended the Second Meeting of the Expert Panel of the Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) between 6-10 October 2006 inTehran, Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Senior Advisory Council of the AAPP was established in 2002. The council comprised of parliament chairmen of AAPP host countries in the past. On April 5, 2005, the Council agreed to set up an Expert Panel to study the transformation of AAPP into an APA. On August 28-31, 2005, the first meeting of Expert Panel was held in Bangkok. The Roadmap of transformation was drafted to reflect interest in stability and prosperity of Asia and to ensure recognition, participation and commitment from parliaments and governments of the member countries.

Pursuant to the discussions made in the first meeting and in order to facilitate the discussions of the second meeting of the Panel, the Islamic Republic of Iran presented a draft paper entitled “Draft Statute of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly” containing 23 articles.

The participants agreed that the Draft Statute be studied by the relevant authorities of the Member States.  The meeting entrusted the Islamic Republic of Iran, taking into account the views received from the Member States, to prepare and present a compilation text and/or views on the Draft Statute of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly for consideration of the Senior Advisory Council of the AAPP which will be held immediately before the meeting of the Executive Council of the 7th Assembly of the AAPP, in November 2006 in Tehran.

4.
The First APPCED Parliamentarians Workshop: MDGs and the International Development Cooperation in Asia-Pacific Region


Hon. Mr. Panat Tasneeyanond, Acting Member of the Senate as Thai Delegate attended the First APPCED Parliamentarians Workshop: MDG and the International Development Cooperation in Asia Pacific Region in Seoul, Republic of Korea from 1 -3 September 2006.


This workshop was the collaboration between the Korean Parliamentary League on Children, Population and Environment (CPE), an Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD), the Korean Parliament, and Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Conference on Environment and Development (APPCED). The current and former Prime Ministers of South Korea, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of South Korea, the Minister of Environment and the Speaker of the Korean Parliament addressed the workshop.  Mr. Shiv Khare, AFPPD Executive Director presented the workshop with the role of parliamentarians in population, health and environment issues. 


The Thai Delegate actively participated in different issues of the workshop. He urged that the USA joins the Kyoto Protocol in order to ensure the success of the multilateral agreement on the environment. During the presentation of the UNICEF’s delegate which indicated that some of the poor population becomes even more poorer, the Thai Delegate raised the question concerning causes of the problem. Besides, he presented to the workshop on MDG. He also pointed out that parliamentarian has limited power to examine government agencies’ policies on environment issues. Therefore, he proposed that parliaments as well as NGOs and the public should have more power to scrutinize government policies. On the last day of the workshop, the Thai Delegate was invited to dinner at Prime Minister’s resident. He also jointed with other delegates to visit several important places such as the parliament.

The workshop focused on the issues of Environment and MDG, Development and Environment Policy, MDG and International Development Cooperation, and Role of the Parliamentarians for Joint Goals. They also planned to make this a gathering, in which regional partnerships could be forged by parliamentarians in the Asia Pacific region so that they might all grasp a true sense of ownership for carrying out the initiative of poverty reduction, while proposing and discussing the future direction and plans of each nation’s development strategy.

5.
Regional Seminar for Parliaments from South-East Asia and the Asia-Pacific 


Region on Security Sector Reform in the National and Regional Contexts

The Thai Parliament, in co-operation with the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of the Armed Forces (DCAF), hosted the Regional Seminar for Parliaments from South-East Asia and the Asia-Pacific Region on Security Sector Reform in the National and Regional Contexts between 1-2 September2006 in Phuket, Thailand. The Seminar was attended by Members of Parliament from 14 countries in the ASEAN+3 Sub-Group and the Asia-Pacific Group in the IPU.

In his opening address, H.E. Mr. Suchon Chaleekure, President of the Senate and Acting President of the Thai Parliament, noted that this seminar was the first such effort of the IPU and its members in the Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific regions to promote security reform and had provided participants opportunities to discuss a wide range of security issues including current situation and the need to reform security sector in the region, dangerous challenges such as transnational crime and terrorism, civil-military cooperation and parliamentary oversight in this respect. He believed that this seminar would provide an opportunity to establish a credible parliamentary network on security for the two regions in particular.

 During the two-day seminar, participants discussed an evolving security environment and new thinking about the concept of security, the consequent need for a comprehensive security approach, the role of the security sector in society, the rationale for parliamentary oversight, the civil-military relationships and civil society involvement in the security debate, the security sector and human rights, and an oversight of security operations in response to exceptional and unconventional threats. These threats include terrorism, transnational crime, and pandemics such as SARS. The growing use of the Internet and other information resources is making responding to these threats more complex. In the participants' view, the current security architecture in the region does not allow for the challenges to be addressed in an effective manner. They therefore called for innovative mechanisms to be devised to respond to these threats. In so doing, emphasis should be laid more on human security than on the current state-centric approach to security. 
The military approach to fighting terrorism had not been entirely effective 

and that other means such as dialogue and inclusive political processes could go a long way in taking the steam off terrorism. Participants repeatedly called on the security forces to refrain from human rights abuses as oppression and repression inevitably fuel terrorism. 

Parliamentarians at the seminar generally stressed that gone are the days when civilians were not allowed to deal with security matters. Security has become a collective responsibility and parliamentarians, as representatives of the people, must be involved in the oversight thereof in order to ensure transparency and accountability. They also have an important role to play in legislating provisions that guarantee fundamental rights in security operations. This is particularly important in the national context but also increasingly so in the international context where security forces are called upon to carry out peace-keeping duties in other countries. 

In sum, security sector reform requires a new mindset, a change of attitudes by both the security forces and civilians in a constantly evolving environment which calls for flexible solutions that are anchored in human rights. 

The Phuket seminar nevertheless was useful in raising awareness within the parliamentary community in the region of the issues at stake and of ways in which parliaments can play a meaningful role in ensuring a responsible and effective attitude in the security sector. In this regard, the IPU received a strong mandate to continue to work with parliaments through, among other things, capacity-building for parliamentarians, assistance with drafting relevant legislation and providing an environment within its midst wherein security issues could be discussed in depth and relevant experiences shared. 

The 27th AIPO General Assembly acknowledged the results of the seminar as being a first major parliamentary event on security sector reform for South-East Asia and the Asia-Pacific Regions.
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