MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF AIPO
Although I am a new one in the works of AIPO, I warmly welcome the responsibilities were burdened by the AIPO Secretariat for publishing the AIPO News Bulletin in which I participated in this First Quarterly 2006/2007.


In its articles among others was mentioned about the successful hosting and fruitful result of 27th AIPO General Assembly held in Cebu City, the Philippines in 2006. As the current President of AIPO elected by the 27th AIPO General Assembly, I fully support the effort to ensure the success of the next 28th AIPO General Assembly which is schedule to be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in the year 2007. Hopefully this published will be enriched the knowledge about AIPO and all its activities. 


Apart from the above as we are aware for almost 30 years AIPO established is not a short time in the evolution of an organization. Since its establishment, AIPO together with ASEAN which was formed one decade earlier had their mission to play a role in the creating of regional stability. While ASEAN is carrying out its mission through government forum, AIPO is doing it through the parliament. The difference in the time of their establishment resulted in the different developments of the two organizations. This does not mean, however, that they neither entirely unrelated nor unconnected. When we look back, we recall one of the goals of the creation of ASEAN was to popularize ASEAN widely as possible. This goal is still relevant even today, as we see ASEAN becomes more popular in the member state and it is widely known by other countries. In fact it has become one of the fasting growing regions organizations and it has played an important role to contribute to peace and prosperity, as well as economic growth in Southeast Asia.

Unlike AIPO will continue to face problem as challenges in entering its almost 30th year of existence. They are also problems and challenges of ASEAN and the peoples of Southeast Asia. Consequently, its solutions must also be based on the common principles which were inspired by brotherhood, harmony and cooperation, not just ASEAN member state but with those outside the region. Therefore regardless of the essence and complexity of these problems, there will all be resolved, including those fundamental and sensitive issues, such as democracy, human rights, the environment, labor condition and so forth.

For the above reasons, at the 27th AIPO General Assembly, the AIPO Member Delegate have decided to change the name of AIPO into ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, abbreviated as AIPA in order to transforming AIPO into  a more effective and integrated institution. Thereafter it was followed by the amended Statutes of AIPO as the Statutes of AIPA to be a base fundamental and authentic instrument of AIPA.
Hopefully, AIPA will conduct an introspection, assessment and evaluation of its works and achievements to date. Every shortcoming must be address and serve as a useful lesson.

May the publication of this bulletin enhance the continue growth of AIPO in the future.

December 2006
The Speaker of the Dewan Rakyat Malaysia 

and the President of AIPO 2006/2007
Tan Sri Dato’ seri DiRaja Ramli bin Ngah Talib







